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Giant Swallowtail

Black Swallowtail (female) Tiger Swallowtail Splcebush Swallowtail Zebra Swallowtail

Pictured are some of the butterflies in RiverGardens

Butterfly Pavilion where you can see more than 20 different
species of our area’s most beautiful native butterflies.

In the enclosed pavilion, you can watch the four stages of the butterfly life
cycle asthey progress from egg to beautiful butterfly. Each species completes
at least one cycle with some species producing three
generations of adult butterflies.

Newly mated females begin laying up to 300 eggs

on a specific plant species in the enclosure, with the
larvae smaller than a pinhead hatching in severa days.
The larvae eat their egg sacks and soon begin feeding  LUJIGIHESCLEFEES
onthe plant leaf. Asthey grow they must shed their skins  Klkkahkac,
at least four times before reaching maturity, generally in about three weeks.
At this stage the plump caterpillars are transformed into
achrysalis or pupa. Inside the pupa complex chemical
changes direct the development of an adult butterfly
over aperiod of severa weeks.
Spicebush Swallowtail Freshly emerged butterflies dry their wings and fly
- GHEpIe in search of amating partner. During warm summers :
Great Spangled Fritillary ot pytterflies live about three weeks. As heavy frost signals the onset of  Red Admiral
winter, cold temperatures cause butterflies to be unable to fly and function.
Each species has a specific overwintering strategy.

Most spend the winter as a pupa while some hibernate as small larvae. The
Mourning Cloak and the Question Mark overwinter locally as adult butterflies,
hiding in shelters and holes in trees. Migrating species move southward to
warmer climates, while the famous Monarch flies to Mexico to join millions
Variegated Fritillary of other Monarchs roosting in trees in the same area
where their ancestors have wintered for centuries.

Butterflies are important as pollinators of flowers,
transferring pollen from one plant to another, helping
plants to reproduce. The sight of our colorful native
butterflies feeding on nectar flowersis among the most  (SEIISSIEIMIED
beautiful of nature’s living wonders. emerging from pupa
Zebra Longwing American Painted Lady

Mourning Cloak Monarch Viceroy Red Spotted Purple Buckeye

Pipevine Swallowtail Diana (female)

Gulf Fritillary Cloudless Sulphur

Question Mark
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Please save this aid to use as your butterfly sighting checklist and as a field guide to help you oo OAYACAS
identify the butterflies in this region. Your knowledge will be important in protecting and R NA\TURgépRESERVE
preserving butterflies in their natural environment. Thank you for your interest and support.  «gutterfly Pavilion



